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CHAPTER 1 


The origin of the South East England family of 

Bristow nay bo traoed_ to Rollo the Ganger, a Scandinavian 

noble who harried England, Scotland and Franco towards the 

1 

onu of the 9th century. . He became founder of the Duchy 

of. Normandy and was ancestor of William the Conqueror. 

He was called "Rollo (or Ralph) the Ganger" (or Walker) 

2 

being, it is said, too long-legged to ride a horse. 

Genealogists carry his descent through 

/ 

his son Vvilliam Longeapee, 2nd Duke of Normandy, the 
latter's son Richard, Duke of Normandy, the latter's 
son Malger (or Malgerius), Count of Corbolle, down to 
Robert Pitz Ramon whoso daughter and heir married Robert 
the celebrated karl of Gloucester 


a natural son of 


Henry 1 of England. Robert Pits Hamon who lived in the 
tlmo of Vvilliam the Conqueror and his sons 


and died in 

1107,1s styled in the charters he granted as Sir Robert Pits 
Hunon,Prinoe of Glamorgan,Earl of Corbolle,Baron of Therigny 


1. Hoaro's "Modern Wilts" 

2. Jack's reference book. 
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Bristow, continues to this day in the neighbourhood, 
and the family have to rocent times possessed landed 
pad e rty here" • 

Hound the circumference of the seal of 

——' 

Stephen Pits Haraon affixed to deeds of gift conveying 
lands to the Abbey of Robertsbridge in Sussex is this 
legend, SIGILLUH STEPHAN I FILII HAUONIS (the Seal of 
Stephen Pita Hem on), while in the Abbey Rolls he is 
called Stephen de Burstow. Again, his son Roger also 
becamo a benefactor to the Abbey and in the Rolls is 


styled Roger de Burstow, but on hie seal is seen ROOERUS 
PILIUS STEPHANI (Roger tho son of Stephen). 


Roger is shown on tho Burstow pedigree 

'j . ' 

constructed by Sir Edward Byash©, Claroncleux King-at- 

Arms (born at ^hmallfield Plaoe, Burstow, about 1616, and 

himself a Burstow descendant), as being next in succession 

« 

in the line of Burstows* But while there is no further 
trace of Roger thero is evidence to show that a Randolph de 
Burstow was ancestor of the 3urstows of Burstow, and it may 


be that Randolph and Ralph were alternative forms of the 


nomo of Roger. 

The manor of Burstow was situated in South 
Rest Surrey near tho Sussex border, olose to the 


1* Sir Edward Bysshe’s Notes to Upton’s de Studio 
Milltarl, 160-4 p.p. 67,68* 







recording the following 


. 

“ 
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important village of Worley, and some knowledge of the 
surrounding country as seen on the map would bo of much 


help in following what v;e have to say concerning the 
family. 


In the year 1218 an agreement was p mado In the 
court of die Lord King at Bermundeseyo In the 3rd year 
of King Henry, ecn of John/' roleasing to Randolph© de 
Burstowe 60 acres of arable land with appurtenancies In 


Horley. As a consideration Randolph© gavo 2& silver marks. 


Under dato circa 1220 there is a document 


n Bond to Richard de Greneford,Chaplain, 

. 

to find all the timber necessary for the 
stalls of the choir of St.?aul l s ( and for 
the belfry of the some which Is situated 
in the corner of the greater cemetery 
towards Cheap, for Ranuf de Burstowe 


who is bound to make It” . 2 


One of the witnesses to this bond was Sir 

jfel - • - " ' ' . 1 .:C; ; , r .. / : •. :• v 

P • . 

John de Burstowe. 


1. feet ^of fines ,Surrey,Case 225,Ho.lG. Rec«0ff. 

2. Roy.^om.on iiist. M.S.S. Vol.9. 

' 

&&&:;c r a ~ ; r I*- * v - ^ ^ 









in the Chartulary (Monastery records) 


of Lewes, Sussex* of about this some time we find the 


names of Randulf do Burst owe and Peter de Burst owe In 


oonnootion with the Church of Horne in Surrey* 

'l*here is a deed, tempo Henry III, in the 
Minet Publio library, London, recording that Randulph 
de Burstone, brother of the Hospital of St* James of 
Tenragge (T&ndridge), to the church of St* James of 

'fenraggo and the brethren serving God there, granting 

s 

them 2/- annual rent from his land "de Follealawe" 


which he holds of the gift of Odo de Damartin 


Another deed of the same period in the same 
Library contains the name of Odo de Damartin and is 
witnessed (in addition to others) by Sir John de 

The name of Sir William de Damartin appears as 


Hurstowe 


a witness in both these deeds 


It is interesting to note that later, in 

1263, Mary, daughter of William de Damartin, rooelved a 

grant of a Y/ater-raill and a carucata (as much land as 

one team could plough in tho year) in Hot ley for the annual 

rent of a pair of gold spurs or 6d.snd foreign service* 

It was probably part of the lands afterwards known as the 

panor of Lodge in Horley whloh manor passed into the 

1* Sx • Rqo. Sty* Vol 38* 

2. Minot M.S.S. 
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the possession of the Burstow family. A water-mill was 

Included among the a ppur tenancies of thia manor in the 
1 

16th century. 

In the abovo recordo there la an association 
between Randolph de Burstow, John de Buratow and Peter de 
Burstow, and between them and the Burstov? district. Tenragge, 
now Tandrldge, is near Buratow and is frequently mentioned 
In the family records. Horley and Homo adjoin Buratow. 
it cannot be open to much d(*ibt that this Randolph (or Roper) 
do Buratow was the direct descendant. If not tho son, of 
Stophen Fitz Hamon or, aa we must now call him, Stephen do 

Burstow, and, further, that John de Buratow and Peter de 

* 

Burstow were brothers, sons of Randolph, the former being 
tho eldor. 

The earliest trace of tills John, our assumed 
con of Randolph and grandson of Stephen de Burstow, is 
*Ound in a charter of circa 1205 recording that he made 
grant at Buratow. He is found again between the years 
1210 and 1212 when "John de Buratow held half a Knight*s 
Too in Wimbledune of the Archbishop of Canterbury." "Tills 
!*eoord seems to refer to the service rendered for the manor 

iff 

if Burstov/ which v/aa hold of the Archbishop as of hie 

2 

lor of Vilmbledon." 

1. Vict. Cty.History,Surrey. 

2. Viet. Cty .History,Surrey. 
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In 1220 John de Bur stow was one of the 

1 

awom Jury forming; a forest inquest, and we have already 
heard that about this year he had witnessed the bond in 
connection 41th the supply of timber to St* Paul’s. It 
will be noticed that John is sometimes described as a 
Knight. The ownership of land under the Feudal system to 
some extent carried with it this title, but it was a 
distinction unsought or avoided by many on account of the 
compulsory military service it entailed. 

On 2 Jan* 1229 John de Burstow was one of 
the justices appointed by the King to try at Ledrede 

' 

(now Oeatherhead, Surrey) a case of wrongful dispossession 


concerning certain tenements at Tycheseye {now Titsey, 

2 

Surrey)• 

A record of 1247 says that John de Burstow was 

5 

Lord of tho manor of Burstow in that year. On August 

t : . 

8th of that same year "John do Burstow and his heirs 

woro granted by charter the right to hold a weekly market 

it his manor of Burstow, and a .flair on the ove, feast 

4 

ipd morrow of St. Michael.” 

♦ 

According to several inquisitions of this time 
appears that a dispute had arisen concerning John’s • 

1. Manv/ood's Forest Laws. Pago 286 

2 . Cal. of Patent Rolls. 

3. Cal.of Chart.1226-1267.Page 326.Victoria Cty.Hist, 

Surrey. 

4. Brayley’s "Surrey”. 



right to hunt near the Forest of Worth - ft mils or two 


to the south of burst cw. One Inquisition, headed Morton, 

1:-.; Sep.1249, records that ’*the said John and his ancestors 
hove always enjoyed the chace adjoining the forest of Worth 
up to the hedge of the said forest on the north and so on to 

the east up to the said hedge, nor wear© they ever Impeded 

* 

save hy William de Wakehurst forester of air Poter de Sabaudia 

1 

in the time of Sir Peter do Sabaudia , M Headed Dover, 

jjp 

5 March 1252^a writ was Issued to the Sheriff of Surrey 
and Sussex ordering him *to enquire by a Jury having no 
affinity either to Peter do Sabaudia or to John do Burstow 
«s to the bounds of the chaco adjoining the forest of Wurth 

on Joyed by the said John and his ancestors, and as to the 

. 

doto at which the said John was Impeded in his enjoyment 
» 2 

of that chace •" 


The result of this enquiry Is found In the 
Calendar of Close Rolls: 


Surrey. Forest of Worth." 

1252. For John de Buratowe." 

"The King accepts, by an Inquisition 
which he caused to be made by the Sheriff of 
Surreyleind Sussex, and by the assent (?) of 


Cal. of In quia • Klso. File 7. 15. 

Cal. of Inquie. Mlsc. Chancery. Vol. 1 
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”Peter do Baboudia, that John do Burstowe 
and his predecessors always need the their 
chaoe next the forest of Wurthe as far as the 
hedge on the north part ef taa aforesaid forest 
and also from Its east part to the aforesaid 

hedge* and that they were hindered from -that 

.. 

chaoe by no one, except the bailiffs of the 
aforesaid Peter, in their time* It is- 
commanded to him Petor, that he allows John 
to use the aforesaid chaoe, as he and his 
predecessors were accustomed to use it from 
ancient times and the time after the same." 


"1262. For John de Warrenne*" 

"It is commanded to Peter 
do Sabaudla as long as the lands which are 


of the heritage of John de Warrenne shall 


be in his band and custody, he does not permit 
<? ' . 

that John de burstowe may have any entrance 


into the chaoe which is In his custody of the 


—J» heritage of the some John in the County of 

' '' 

Surrey other than the aforesaid John de 
. Burstowe Is accustomed to have, when the King 
. committed the custody of those lands to him#" 
John did not live much longer to enjoy 

luntlng for he died in 1255, being seised "of lands in 

- 
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bussex, in Writhe Forest (curiously enough) and elsewhere 
Sir Edward ByBshe in his Buratow pedigree confirms 
our assumption that John was the grandson of Stephen de 
Eurotow and nlaoes him in the direct line of Buratow 

'<££ '■ '* ' i M .S * 1 '^ 

succession* lie know that John was Lord of the manor of 

Buratow, and if hio title to this inheritance wao disputable 

some evidence of that would surely havo been in existence* 

Bysshe tells us that ho marx’ied a siet6r Qf william do 
2 - > - 
Shovelatrode (a manor in Ling fie Id, Surrey) • 

We havo already seen In the Lewes Chartulary record 

3 

mention of Poter de Buratow* #e appoars loter in an 

4 

action brought against him by John de Burstow*3 son John, 

^ ’t JL i '< 1 ' j > I ft \ - K > 

and there can be little doubt that he was sen of Randolph 
de Ourstow and brothor to the first John de Buratow • 

We noY/ come to John, son of John de Buratow* 

>»e find him in the Calendar of Patent Rolls under the 
date 4 April 1252 where is recorded the "appointment of John 
do Bur at owe to the keeping of die towns of v< in chelae and 


l*«i Rye, for two years from Raster in this year, at a rent of 

? 


i 150 marks for the former and 70 marks for the latter* on 

1* Cal* Inq. Vol.l.Pago 14 
2 * Manning*s "Surrey"• Vol.2. 
f 3. Cx Reo.Sty.Vol.38. 

4. Feet of Finos.Surrey. 1254/5. 
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oonditlon that he be diligent in repairing and preserving 
them against the sea, and that he shew justice to all 
oomnlainants, and to persons seeking justice in th<&so 

_ r 

towns* 

Referonce to this appointment of the second 

John d© Burstow is found in the Calendar of Close Rollst 

"1253. The King to John d© Burstowe his 

* 

bailiff of Rye greeting. Because Wo have 
heard that Faro de Porte, whom you placed 
in the place of the bailiff of Rye, carries 
himself les6 than well and dishonestly, 
in his ballliwick, we command you that 
without delay you remove him and 
another in his place who may beh 
as our barons of La Rye may percoivo and 
wish, according as It Is deoroed to conduct 
themselves in honesty." 


Again, in 1254: 

"For John do Lurstov;o. The Ling allows 
otherwise commands of the Queen and Earl 
of Cornwall that they demise to farm to 
William Becufitz, the custody of the towns 




^ 12 - 

n of WIi Incite Is eye and La Ryo, bo that the 
form of those villa accrue each jear to 
40 shillings, nevertheless because the King 
decided that a certain relation, which 
John de Burstow, who hitherto had the 
custody of those villa at farm, well and 
lawfully had taken charge of the aforesaid 
vills, and dealring to Increase the farm 
of those vllls by 100 shillings yearly, 
whereas the aforesaid William to Increase 
It by 40 shillings. It is commanded 
them that it bo demised to the same John? 
who hitherto had the aforesaid vllls accord¬ 
ing to the farm he first gave for them and 
for 100 shillings a year for increment, and 
so done let it be enrolled in the King’s 
rolls 


It is interesting bo record that four hundred 
forty four years later Robert Bristow, a descendant 
John de Burstow, was elected a member of Parliament for 
i»« town of V»lnChelsea. 

In 1255 a settlement was made between John and 
iter de Burstow Jhla uncle) by which John "was to hold 
manor of Burstow paying an annual rent of 4 marks to 




■ ■ :? : v\ •. * • - <* * :K *• v 
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Pctcr, John and his heir* to be quit of payment on Peter*© 


death."“ ’^hlo seems obviously to have been a family 
arrangement subsequent to the death of Jolm 11'a father, 

. 

the first John. 

* - .. *» ; 

h© hear no moi*o of John 11 who probably settled 

quietly at Burctow to enjoy his manor. Unlike many of 
Jits time he must have been able to avoid litigation otherwise 
wo should certainly have records of him* 

Digressing: for a moment In ordor to express an 
opinion as to the birth dates of those Burstowa whom we 

pj ( ’ : v " f !# rt ' ’ • r > •. 

*s\ ’ x ‘ ' • -. « ; . T • * . 

have treated as bolng in the line of succession, it is 


m 

iM 


Me. 


possible that. Stephen Pitz Ramon was quite an elderly man 


whon he acquired the manor of Burs tow, and wo venture an 


opinion that he was bom about the year 1125* The 

'' 

approximate birth date of Randolph v/e give as 1150, of 
|»hn 1 1175 and of John 11 1213* Thus In 1300 John 11 
roulcl be about 87 years of ago, and it is possible that In 
in following from the Calendar of Coroners Rolls we have 

fil ■ 

lo record of his death, the namo Bristowo being mci’ely a 
ifmiptlon of Burstowa; 

”1500* On Tuesday Nov.11 information 


given to Coroner and Sheriffs that a 


certain John de Brlatowe lay dead of 

* 

a deatn other than a rightful death 
1* Feet of Fines* Surrey. 1254/5* 





"In the Church of St.Paul In the Ward 
of Hicholas do Fhrdone (Parrlngdon 
Without)• Thoreupon they proceeded 

thither having summoned good men of 

- - 

the said Y/ard and of the nearest Wards 

? ’ v \\ i i X t ; 1r> * J. v r \ l ; r ? , > • . ; v-•' . 

Castle Baynard and Bread St. they 
diligently enquired how it happened. 
They aay on their oath that the oald 
John wont on the preceding Monday 
at the third hour into the Church to 
pray, being Beizod there with the 

_ falling sickness (morbo caduoo) he 

. 

placed himself near a certain pillar, 
and through weakness and infirmity 
then and there died at midday. Being 

’ ^ V -t% ' * : 

asked who wore present, they say that 

there were many passing by and praying 

, 

whose names they knew not. The corpse 
was viewed on which there appeared no 
hurt, wound or bruise." 

Bysshe tells us that the second John do Burstow 
led Joan, daughter and hoir of Robert Burnsville,and 
r had a son Roger who succeeded his father as Lord of 







the manor of Burstow* 

Little Is known of Roger, fto place the date 

if '-v ^ *' JJS|J > * U /< ^ £ ^-00 >> ^ 1 '. 'L , . ;V^'A 

of his birth about 1235* Byasho says he married Maud, 

c?jf' V :/ ■' : : -f in '" ’ _ '-'-V-; |i.-’ •, It- •; 

daughter* and heir of Sir Robert Ohastlllan. There la a 

■ • . 

record of a lawsuit, dated 1293, concerning Rogerde Brlstoll 

. 

(aometimea a variant of Bristow) and Matilda, hia wife. In 

2 

connection with a property at Lewes In Sussex* The name 
Maud Is a form of Matilda and it may be that thia record 

plipt^ »£ If’ &0 2 * V* t & Ir :U >*<!>, >1* I*vv. • ?«UrA V **<#* V <-> «. ** 

refers to Roger de Burstow and his wife. 

i ! ? " ■ ■ ■ — - ■ / & 

Another record exists in Parliamentary Writs• 

- r : . ■ ' . ' '«>. , „ ' . ■ 

' II ' 

bated 1312 Roger de Brlstov/e was one of the two Wardens 

. 

appointed and sworn to keep the keys of Ludgate during the 
dtsturbancos. 6 Edw.ll." 

- ^ * a ' :,v - ••’••' 

*< ■>' V > • ,“V. '' •.•••■ f-' v * -• . < C ' } J ' * : • ' S •< i , ,, s ■ - '' 

Roger*s son John (v/hom we shall call John 111) 

JN| *J3 r , *„ % * ^ * -**\ ^ • 

lucceeded hia father in possession of the manor of Ours tow 

1 

I tad this la confirmed by Bysshe who says that he raarriod 
&ho daughter and heir of William de St. Amond* It Is 
l»obable that Roger had two other sens, Robert and William, 
la ling with the latter two first we find that two of the 
leases In a deed dated 1298 relating to land at Leigh 

Jk|£ ^S^%y,Xi,< - • J.f, i y V]/ - >''Q 

l«r Burstow), Surrey, are Robert de Buratowe and William 


Hurst owe, Clerk* We find William again in a lawsuit 

..... 

1* Manning’s "Surrey" Vol* 2. 

2* Sx. Rec.Sty. Vol* V* 











at Wostrainstor, dated 1313/4 when he, n William do Burotowe, 
Clerk," i3 plaintiff against John Sprot and Matilda, his 
wife, concerning 5 acres and 3 roods of land with 
appurtenancies in "Plumotedo" • John and Matilda admit 


illiam to bo in the right and "receive a sparrow-hawk 

1 

for the concession". On 8 July 1326 a licence was 


granted to William de Buratowe and Robert de Buratowe enabling 

u ^ ^ .%« * , ^< ,v «• *** * " ■ *' 

them to transfer 8 acroa of lani at " Plumpstedo" bo the 
<ibbot and convent of St.Augustine, Canterbury. 2 

There must have boon but few do Buretowa at this 

time, and there was certainly no other family of the same 

. 

namo. Robert and William’3 association with Leigh makes 
' it evident they belonged to the family. Bearing in mind 
l-the fact that moat ancient records cluster round the main 
io of succession, and estimating thoir probable age, 

*hoir relationship to John 111, if not brothors, must have 

i • 

>on vory close# 

' 

V.'e now return to John 111 who was born probably 
it tho year 1257 (giving hb father a birth date of 
it 1235). The first mention Of him is in 12 91 when 
d© Burs tow and Alice his v.lfo" appear us defendants 
lawsuit re 24 acres of arable land with appurtonanciea 


1. Foot of Fines. Kent. Vol. 12. 
2# Cal. of Pat. Rolls# 
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ut Oheloham, Surrey. 


j. 


On 12 Nov. 1294 ”Slr John de Burstowe*' was 


appointed Assessor and Collector of Taxes for the County 

2 —- 


■fc>W.‘V 


of Surrey. 


John 111*8 name appears (as Sir John de Buratowe) 


as one of the witnesses on ft charter, dated 1295, concornlng 


^ 5 ? 

the granting of lands at Tenragge (Tandrldge, Surrey). 


In 1297 he was suimnoned for the County of Susacbc to oppoar 

_ 

with horses and arms at a Military council to he held at 

A 

Kochestor on 8 Sep of that year. In the following year 


Sir John was summoned, by virtue of his being a Knight, for 


tho County of Surrey to perform Military service in person 


5 

against the Scots. 


Attached to tho Bristow pedigree made by St. 

. :: ■. •• * . y: 

Ooorge in his Visitation of Essex in 1634 aro four Latin 


deeds concerning Bristow family history. One of them. 


dated 27 Oct 1299, states thati 

w ■ 6* Z'fM ■ :* ^ 


■ 

”1, John de Burstowe, Knight, have 




given, granted and by this by 


i 


A.': At . •; "H ’-ft :i A " - ■ ' '/.j-' 1 * * 4 . 'i ' ■£: K My •'>*«< < 

present charter have confirmed 


1. Feet of Finos. Surrey.Case 227.File 26.No.75. Rec.Off• 

Ifoaro* b hod.Wilts • Vol. 5. 

5* Minot Coll. M.S.S. 

4. Pari. Writs. 

<*. Knights of BidwarS 1. 

A# Information from College of Arms. 






' 

fe- t'is :1 ; 


' 




"to Henry Lethem all the land, 

* 

tenement, and all appurtonunciea 
which william do Burgh formerly 
hold in the parish of Burs tow, 
that Is in houses, gardens, oto* 

To havo and to hold", etc* 

* ~. v . ’ •; ‘ * •. • • * ., • 

This manor roll is signed by many 
witnesses# 

On 28 Mar 1200 Sir John made a report re the 

1 


perambulation of Windsor Forest 

. 

In 1300 he gave lands and tenements in Lee (Leigh, 
Surrey), etc# to "John Buretowe, his son" This appears 
to coincide with tho death of his grandfather, John 11. 

From 1200 to 1302 3 and from 1312 to 1315 "Sir 
John de Brld; owe" was returned to Parliament as one of the 
Knights of the Shire for Surrey, elections at that time being 

i 

annual# Brayley In his "Surrey" records an Interesting 

Hide-light in regard to John’s attendance at Westminsters 

. 

"1315# John de Brystowe and John 

de Hamrne# Meters of Parliament 

for Surrey at Westminster# Paid 

o 

for their attendance 4/- per day 
1# Knights of Edward 1# 

2. Throsby’a edition of 'i'horstone’a "Nottinghamshire" 

Vol. 3. 


3. Pari# v<rit». 







County of Surrey 
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"plus Journey charges, eto. In 
all £19. 4. 0” . 

On 3 Nov 1305 ft lawsuit was settled In vtfilch 

John de Burstowa and Alice his wife were plaintiffs against 

Gilbert de '-valkorstede, Chaplain at Bur stow. In this 

John acknowlodges that Gilbert is in the ri$at and agrees 

to pay him 100 shillings. In return Gilbert releases John 

and Alice and the heirs of alien frcco certain matters in 

1 * 

connection with the manor of Burstow, 

John 111 died In the year 1316 as the following 
records show. 1315, we remember, was the last year he 
represented Surrey in Parliament, His son John, to whom 

he had given land3 in Leigh in 1300, succeeded him for on 

■ 

J.8 July 1316 the Crown granted to "John de Burstowe and 

his heirs free warren in all their demesne lands in Burs tow, 

* 

Walkofiste, furoge (Tandridge), Crowehurst and Chellesham, 


This seems to emphasize the fact that John, 
non of John 111, had Just succeeded his father in 
possession of the manor of Burstow,etc> 

Two Close Hollaboth dated £0 Jan 1317, tell 

ua that: 

‘John, son of John de Burstowe, 

1, Feet of Finos.Surrey,Gas© 227.File 29,No.22.Rec.Off• 

2. Col.of Charter Rolls. Vol.3. 

“iJ. Col.of Close Rolls. 


i 

1 
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"Knight, the younger, acknowledges 
that he owes to Walter, Archbishop 
of Canterbury, £200: to bo levied, 

— v in default of payment, cf hi3 lands 

and chattels in the County of Surrey!’ 
"Alice, late wife of Join do Burstowe, 
Knight, acknowledges that she owes 
to the aforesaid Archbishop 500 
marks: to be levied. In default of 
payment, of her kinds and chattels in 
the County of Surrey”• 

It is possible that John lV was born In 1279, 

his father's gift of land in 1300 coinciding with his 21st 

Bj \ 

birthday besides with his great-grandfather's death. 

In 1328 we find him as ” John, son of John de 

* * 

burs tow” defendant In on action regarding land in Tanregge 
(Tandrldge)In this same year and also in the following 
»ar he 5s found in the previously mentioned Latin deeds 


ifctoohed to the Burstow pedigree of the Herald’s Visitation 

2 


Lasex in 1634: 


”12 april 1328. To all the 
faithful in Christ,etc....John 
de Burstowe,Junior, son of John 


1. Court of Common fleas. 1 and 2.Edward 111. 

2. Information fran College of Arms. 




M de Burstow. Greeting In the Lord 
for ever. Know ye that I have 
remised to William le Burgh and 
Agnes hie wife, eto. all my field 
called Croworth, etc. 

In witness whereof to this present 
quit-claim I have affixed my seal” • 

There are several witnesses to this aid It Is 

.. 

dated at Burstow as shove* 

. • 

"John de Burstowe, Junior, son of 

. 

Sir John de Burstow, Knight.Greeting 
In the Lord for ever. Know that I 

■ 

* have demised to William lo Bus (Burgi) 

and Agnes his wife 

Witnessed and dated at Burstow on Sunday next 

after the feast of St. George In the 2nd year of the 

« 

reign of King Bdwdid 111 after the Conquest. 24 April 1328. 

:l1 . ; ’ 7 

/ "Know all men presents, etc..... that 

I John, son of Sir John de Durstowe, 

Knight# junior, have given ..... to 

- 

William le Bus (?Burgh) of the 

< • ■. . ■ . “ 

township of Burstow ....... my land 

which is called Woodland ......... 

:j ;y. . p - ■ 1 "■' 
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“In witness where of I have 


affixed my seal”• 


Witnessed and "done” at duretow on the Feast of 

*■&&# s$ar»©r' os .. .iijuli -- - 

St. Valentine In the 3rd year of the deign of King Edward 

. 

the Third after the Conquest. 14 Feb 1328/9. 


These, with a similar roll of 1299 previously 


§* •:. ' #■$' ipjy& 


quoted, refer to the granting of land to William le Bur 


<s 


and It is curious that they should have fotmd bheir way to 

Ei|^; • * k ‘‘; mA * Xv. yv- , .-hOIf.iS&t* jL«*2£hiQ- 

being attached to the Burstow/Brlatow pedigree of the 


Herald In 1634. 


It Is interesting to note that John’s "land 




f*m~ if v :« ® j s..n i. fet i;; 

is called N Woodland” In Hurstow was possessed by his descu 


ant, John is tow, 500 years later. 

In the 1332 Lay Subsidy Roll (Taxation List) for 

1 


Surrey (Fifteenths and Tenths) are: 


Hundred of Tandrldge. John de Bristow©. ass 


s - 

to pay yearly 10/- 


p jpi/jiit'; V ^ - '% 


Vill of Burstow. 


John de Bristowe. Assessed 


to pay yearly 6/9 


Jbhn de Bristowe, Assessed 

8 

to pay yearly 3/ll 


•@e- 


Chakeham. 


John de Bristowe, Assessed 

s 

to pay yearly 2/3 


Hor ley. 


William de Bristowe. Assessed’; 

s 

to pay yearly 7/4 







■ 

. 




rlord 


Reference la made at two Inquisitions, one 


held on 27 Oat 1332, the other on 27 Nov 1332,* concerning 


the tenancy of Redehall in Dura tow. In one of these It la 


stated that "the manor of Rod oho 11 by Burstow was held by 


Hawls, widow of John de Wyshnm, of John de Burstowe by 
8 

service of 40/- yearly". 

• • 

A Close Roll of 7 Deo 1335 says that "John de 

o 

Buret ow held Redehall near Burstow ( . 

In an Inquisition, dated 1343, Roger Salaman 
was recorded as holding La Logge (Lodge), a messuage and 
120 acres of arable land,held of John de Burstowe by service 


of 36/- yearly and doing suit at the said John de Burstowe*a 


Court every three rveeks. 


for a chapel at Horley 


.. " ' ' . • • ■, ' ^ ^ \ x 

In 1346 John de Burstowe obtained a licence 

4 


a deed of 1353 exists in which "Sir John de 
rnrstow©' grants lands in Burstow and in the neighbourhood. 


this the grantor styles himself "John de Burstowe, 

5 


lor, Rnlght, son of John, Lord de Burstowe". But { 

a merely means that the latter wa3 lord of the manor, or 


There Is no trace of any descendants of 


1. Cal. of Inq. Vol. 7. 

B, Cal. of ^loae Rolls. 

3 . Cal. of Inq. Vol. 8. 

4. Manning*e "Surrey". Vol. 2. 

5. Hoars* s Mod.Y.llts. Vol. 5. 
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John IV, and as his brother William^ sen Richard 


eventually possessed the manor of Burstow It mast be 

" ■ 

presumed that John de Burstow IV died without male issue 
if indeed ho was over married* 

William de Burstow of H or ley- John IV* a 

. 

brother, may have been bom about the year 1285* We have 


aeon him on the 1332 Taxation List for Horloy. £; 

In the Calendar of Chancery Warrants under 
the date 16 uprll 1511 we find "Sir William do Burstowe'' 

among the names of the Knights and gentlemen” staying 

J 

with the Earl of Warenno in the War of Scotland • Thus 

it is possible that William may have been present at the 
* 

Battle of Bannockburn in 1514* The ^arennoa were a 

/ ■ 

Surrey family living near Burstow as we have seen in a 


WM 


' 


Manning in his "Surrey" mentions a document of 

ri f M t 


1316 in which ’’William Burstowe" was a witness concerning 
an estate called Aldagh in Horley. 

• : • ’ g| . l y 

In 1328 "William de Burstowe” was plaintiff in 

a lawsuit against Walter, son of William Pickard of Hcrley* 2 

• . ^ : - ; 

1* C&l eOf Close Kolia• 

2# Court of Common Plena# 1 and 2 Edward 111# 

"■ 

. 

■ 
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In tho Chortsey Ledger (15th Century) under 
date 1331 it le recorded that "William de Bourstowe" 


conveyed land in Horley to Chert8ey Abbey,"bounded on the west 


K by the water called Einole" * Later wo find another mention 




V< of a "watercourse from a river called Eraelstream". 

m 1336 William do Buratow held land called 


Spireoland in tho neighbourhood of Horley of the Abbot of 

3 

Chertsey fiJonastory, and died leaving a son John*^. 


This 


| property remained in the Burstow family for many generations 


WmmfM &v ; 

daughter of John Gaynsf ord of Crowhurst, Surrey* 


and will be referred to later* 


Bysshe tells us that William married Joan, 


Having dealt with John IV and William, sons of 
John 111, history provides us with a glimpse of a possible 

third son for in 1319 "Henry, son of John de Burstowe, was 

3 

pardoned as one of the adherents of Thomas, Earl of Lanca 

i 

William, John 111*8 second son, died,as we have 

* 

seen, in 1336 predeceasing his elder brother John IV. 

• • .. - ; ■ 

least two of his sons, Richard and John, were men of 

; ■" • 

importance, 'though the 1336 record would seem to imply 

;«Xtr tit 


W 

W'mM a 1* Surroy Arch. Sty .Coll .Vol* 37. 

P. Warning’s "Surrey" Vol.ll. Page 195. 
S. Viet.County Hist. "Surrey". 

4. Pari. Writs. 






that John vms Wllliam , o older eon this ? r as not bo for 

V • • 

Richard inherited in duo course the forally ©state of tho 
manor of Burstow when Thomas, son and heir of hla brother 

j'iv'X-*' - . *. •' • ■ \¥ . • V ~r^, ... ■ ; . 

>* - ./ • - v ' 

John (V), was still alive. 

Rlohard was n of Horley" and Inherited sane of 

* * •*'•'*'* \ 

his father’s lands thore. Richard was probably born 


about 1313 and oarae Into possession of Burstow at hla unole 
J ohn* s doath. 


V.’e first see Richard In an Inquisition held at 


Nutfiold, Surrey, on 8 March 1350/1 on Thomas de l>olberghe 


i-j\l. \ who dlod seised of 11 certain tenements at Burstow© held of 

8 1 
Richard do Burstowe by service of 10/- yearly.” 


On 3 June 1351 Richard witnessed a charter in 

2 


, gpfiSP'<& « 

connection with the manor of Tandridge, 


John de Had re sham, at an Inquisition held at 


Southwark 21 April 135G, was proved to have died seised of 


a messuage and 30 acre3 of land at Burstowe held of Richard 

a 3 

de Burstowe by service of 6/8 yearly”. 

In 1365 Richard Burstowe” was witness to a 

) : 

8 r ‘ ; .. . . ^ ^ 

deed between William Mathew and Joan his wife,formerly 

. - ■ ■ 

daughter of Walter Lollyng of Tandridge and John Mathew of 


1. Cal. of Inq. Vol.9. also Hlnet M.S.'S. 

2. Minot M.S.S. 

3. Col. of Inq. Vol.10. 


JOHH V 


MAROEKY 


THOMAS 


ISABELLE 


(?) ALICE 


JOHN DE BYSSHE 















• la the year 1366 Richard conveyed "the manor 

Burstowe with, all his lands in the vill of Buratowe 

. ; . • 

parishes of Horne and Horle in Surrey and 

s 

Sussex, excepting 2/- rent in tfivelafield, | 
to Sir Nicholas de Louvaine and Henry Att© Peldoj the 1 

' i 

manor and rent, with service of Walter Atfce More, to Richard I 

1 

or life, to hold by render of a rose at midsummer; 


at Richard’s death to Sir Nicholas de Louvaine 

2 

and Henry ntte Peldo and the heirs of Sir Nicholas." 


ia seen the old home of the Burstows 
into other iiar.ds. But the new generation had 
only gone on to Horley - less than two miles away, and a 

IVs- *• «**• . '■ N. ‘ * v* :#*; ‘ ' »* 7p * ’•»„ f.' v J :* .v 

rauoh more Important and flourishing village. There 


shall see them for the next 300 years or more. 




In the years 1373, 1374 and 1375 Richard 


. • 


wua returned to Parliament at Westminster ae Knight of 

3 

the Shire for Surrey. 


»V' 


On 28 May 1380 an inquisition shows that 

■ *.*' *>- # * ’ , ' ' ' * . " v 

John Peche died seised of the manor of Rede Hall, held 


oy him of Richard Burstowe by the rent of 42/- and suit 

4 

to the Court of Buratowe." It will b© remembered that 


1. Mlnet M.S.S. 

2. Bx.Rec.Sty.Vol.23.alao Brayley’s "Surrey". 
3• banning * s n Surrey"• Vol•1• 

4. Vlot.County Hist. "Surrey". 
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Rod G Hall was formerly in possession of Sir Jctrn de Burstow,ji 
Richard’s unole. | 

In 1380, and again In 1383, Richard is rooorded . 
in the Calendar of Fine Rolls as one of the Collectors of 
Taxes for Surrey - with the exception of Southwark* 

Examples of tho variant? of the family surname exist in 
these two records for in 1380 Richard’s name is given as 


"Richard Brlatowe”, whilst that of 1383 describes him as 


"Richard de Burstowo”. 


ggp 

|fgi 


A nosalble younger brother of Richard may be 


found in a lawsuit, dated 1372, brought by Roger Burst owe 
and Felice his wife against William Poyntiff and Agnes 

1 

his wife concerning a messuage,etc., in Crawley,Sussex. 




John V, brother of Richard, also inherited 


ii" 

• • • • . . . 

‘ • '• - > • • - 

sane of ills father 1 3 lands at Horley* Concerning him 


is found in the Oalondar of Patent Rolls the following 


fe ' iff '■ , ■: ,v. 


g Pgp ff - :•.<; ; 4 

■ 






MT * : '*?. *\< 


n 10 April 1338. Llcenoe, after 

j! 

inquisition ’ad quod damnara n ,for 1 \ 

i 

the alienation in frank almoin by 

| 

John, son of William de Buratovre, 

£ 

of 45 acres of land, 5 acres of 

8 « 
meadow and 4/2d of rent in Horle..«l 

\J ' ’' ✓*’ C>. - . .• ✓ * , 

to the Abbot and convent of Cartesey ! 

1 


1. Sx.Rec.Sty.Vol.23« 








■:'t" l 

■ v> * 


- ,. 


1? ' 


in exchange for the following to 


I 




. ■ • ^>4; 


...^ ■*.' ■ 


4. ^ j •? 5 ti ««* r-. 


bo granted in fee, to wit,OB acres 

s 

of lam, 2 acres of meadow, 2/lOd 




in rent in Horle to the said John... 




if/hat appears to be a further exchange of lands 




wm< 


between John and the Abbot of Ghertsey took place in the 


wm 


HW!' 


following year by which the formor received lands called 


f;v- 


V t' 


y f f, -;>/.* *•£ 


i/lutheslond,Blaokraores and Joynores to be held of the 

si £ 

Abbot for a rent of 7/5d. 


rnH;' / 


As will be seen later John V served in the 


t S' 


Sr*n J?'• 


King’s army in France. What may be an early record of 

. 

V..; 

his campaigning may be found in the "grant by the King 




# ■ A 




■ 


5 *?r R 


to Jcfon de Dristowe of two cottages in Calais" on 8 Oct 






% wm 


1347. He may nossibly have been prosent at the Battle of* 


*' 


m 


mm 


mm2 






Orecy in 1346. 

■ ;A : ■ .. ' " ;•€ 

In 1348 a lawsuit was concluded in which 




■■Jf: 


;.vi\ v 
< 


PI 


$s*s& 




v *' 

P#/T. 

W% */■ 4 
:* ■ : 

m/p r 


; ;.'.y 4 §C>-i ■ ■ 


the plaintiffs were "John, son of William de Burstowe 

and Margery his wife" (Michael Uuet being attorney for I 

. 'j; 

jMargery). This concerned a messuage, 55 acres of i| 

a y $J 

arable land, and 2/- rent in Preston,Banstead. and Ewell. i| 

r ?he decision went in favour of Jcfcn and Margery for their !| 

1 

lives and, after, to Walter, son of John, and his heirs !p 
male. By the way, no further trace Is found of Walter. 


\ k ■; 


1. Viet. Cty. History-Surrey. 

2. Cal. of Pat .Rolls » 

3. Feet of Fines.Surrey.Case 229.File 49.Uo.19.Rec.Off. K 
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About the year 1362 John do Burstow V accompanied; 


the Black Prince to Franco and formed part of his suite 




during the wars, Sir Edward Bysshe In hla '"’Notes on 
Upton*s Treatls© on Military Affairs’ says thac he saved 
the life of Bartholomew.Lord Burgherah,who was thrown 


from Ills horse In battle; in. acknowledgment Lord Burghersb; 


1 5 


i 


nrosented John with the estate of Lmallfield, near Burstow;, 

■ 1 


m 


1£$4!$ :k • 


kannlng, in his "Surrey’ relates (gi interesting | 


story about John V * 


,1 




'The Hundred of Brixiotan (Brlxtan)” . 

/ W 

'It may not bo amiss to correct here a 








*.X 


>*jT 3*<si, ‘. 




prevailing error concerning the origin || 

I 

and etymology of what la commonly called^ 

| 

Brixtnn Oauaevmy’ which, lying in Brixtayf 

I 

Hundred,is supposed to have taken its 
name from it. The truth ia Sir John de 




Burstow,corruptly called Bristow,on his 1 


return from France,whero he had served 


}C* 




wider the Black Prince, repaired the 


A 


i- -fl -iV 

4 $r*I k % 


m. 


public road here,beginning at the 3rd 
mile-stone from London,at his own ex- 




pease with stone which from him hath £ 


ever since been called Burstow or 
Briotow Causeway*. 

1. Brayley*s " Surrey” • 


I 

.ft; 

I 

‘J* 


£.1 

i 




■ •' .. ' 1 

• ' • ' . • :-V- ' ‘ ? ■ i. . . ‘ ' >-• . 

- 
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Wfe&p 


fcf 
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John IV at hla death must have divided _hls 


property,leaving hie older nephew Richard the manor of 

- | ' v ' . .' ' f ‘ 

Burstow,together v/ith Rede Hall, and his nephew John V 


BRpJPH 

Ift-'L--' 

vc^j¥Y;x t -?Z:: • 


f > A 


■f i ik f* *>» _ V i*.X • 


the lesser manor of Lodge. Thus,in 1562. we find a 


■ v. 4 - 1 * 


M^v.v-' 




11% 

Ife 

1^5 5 


Court of the manor of Lodge being neld In the name of 

1 

Thomas, aon and heir of John de fhrrstowe” (V) • We know that | 








>>.' • 

mm. 




. .. 

in this same year the latter was in Prance with the Black 

' 

i’rince,and it soems probable that Thomas was holding the 


A SiJRI 




Court on nis father’s behalf. 


mi 




Another Court of the seme manor was hold in 1377 l 

1 jl 

,! in the namo of Thomas Burstow’ 1 , so it seems clear that i| 

!- 


b&C] 


‘A* ,.«**** 

John. V died between trie yeurs 1362 and 1377* 


W: ' V 

i / .v-,- .-v: 








%g 


Ifff% 




It will be noticed that Walter,presumably the 




elder son of John V, must have died early for after the 




111 


1348 lawsuit nothing more is heard of him. 

" * *’ ” J ~'. 

pirn-'-'.- 

Charlwood,burrey,in 1385. and In a 1399 ecclesiastical ;jjf 

7, • * 




We find a Thomas Bristov/e v/itness in a lawsuit afcjg? 




JKf •> f -; • V; ^ 

/ "r '• 

v^. * 

••i&v.-. 


o 

document. In the latter the name of John Rous is mention^! 

4 H 

and in an undated Chanoory Suit (1335*1467) we find the 


petition of ’’Alice,late the wife of Thomas Sristowe,against'; 






John Rous and William Hunt” in regard to a messuage and 11 


liPj pjy ' V 


$ i fi@Si 




1. Brayley’a ’’Surrey” . Manning’s ”Surrey” . Vol.2. 

2. Cal. of Close R 0 II 3 . 

3. Inq.P.S3.Vol. 19.Guildhall M.S.S.144. 

4. Early Chan.Proc.C.i.28/l75.Kec.0ff. 
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acres of land in HeathfleId,Euasex,which her husband 
Thomas Br 1st owe had died aolsocl of. 1 ' 

Nothing further,however, is known, of Thomas* 
line, am, indood,Byssho saya that this particular branch 
became extinct. 

It may be added hore that Bir Edward. Bysslie 

' ; v 
claimed descent from "isabell,grand-daughter of bir John 


de Burstow© who had served in the French ¥«are’ 


Sir 


Edward says that Iaabell married his ancestor Jolrn de 


Bysshe < 








It i3 obvious that Sir Edward Bysshe,holding 




iSamr* 


til© office of Claroncioux King-at-Arras,must have been in 


the position to have obtained seme knowledge of the 


>w 


earlier do Burstows from whom ho was descended. It la 




■< 


interesting to rocall the fact thaw lie was boi’n at 

. 


gragj? 

WeM 


Bum Ilf ie Id Place,tho estate given by Lord Burgherah to 
John de Burstov; V,grandfather of tho Isabella whom his 
ancestor John de Bysaho married • 

i i . | | 


W? -/ *'> 


,- 0 -V • 
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1* Manning f fl "Surrey"• 


2 . VieteCty.History Surrey 11 
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